Issue: 3 Volume: 1 2021 ISSN: 2652-7987 (Online) ISSN: 2652-7995 (Print)

A MAGAZINE
TOWARDS KN

Article 11
#biodiversitymatters:
Facts & Figures

By
Dr. Kuntal Goswami

Published by

ACSDRI

KNOWLEDGE PRESS




#bwdwersz |

IO NATURE

PHOTOGRAPHY SERIES

Photography by
Alankar Chandra

Key words: Biodiversity Loss; Biodiversity; Wildlife Crime; Sustainable Development Goals;

SDG-15; Life on Land; SDG-14; Life below water; threat to marine life; marine habitat;

natural habitat; biodiversity facts and figures.

Loss of Biodiversity:

A Global Crisis

Throughout the world, Biodiversity is declining at an
alarming rate. The Australian Centre for Sustainable
Development Research and Innovation (ACSDRI)
emotionally appeals to save Biodiversity through this
educational info-photographic blog. The United Nations
has designed two dedicated goals to conserve

and protect Biodiversity:

» SDG 15 focuses on "Life on Land": fo protect, restore,
and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems;
to sustainably manage forests, combat desertification;
to halt and reverse land degradation; and finally,

fo halt biodiversity loss.

» SDG 14 focuses on the "Life below water," intending
fo conserve and sustainably use our oceans, seas, and
marine resources for Susfainable Development.
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Aligning with the UN's global goals, SDG-15 and
SDG-14, to protect Biodiversity, the ACSDRI has
designed the #biodiversitymatters campaign to
educate and make the global communities aware
of biodiversity loss.

Sustainable Development depends on the quality
of natural resources and Biodiversity to meet
social and economic developmental needs.
However, only 7.8 % of SDG targets directly
quantify natural resources. 8.2% of SDG targets
measure the conditions for natural resource
profection. 84% of SDG targets measure
socio-economic Development. In addition,

a recent frend suggests that only one-third of
counfries are on track fo achieve their national
biodiversity targefs.
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Rate of Biodiversity Loss

Up to 1970, our ecological footprint
was smaller than the Earth's
regeneration rate.

Between 1970 and 2016,
there has been a sharp decline
in a wide range of species.

In 2020 we are overusing the
Earth's biocapacity by at least 56%.

Because of the creeping
development activities of Homo
sapiens, the planet Earth is
facing significant amounts of
forest loss within such a short
geological period.

Conti...
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Between 2000 and 2020, globally,
the proportion of forest area declined
from 31.9 percent to 31.2 percent.

This marginal decline equates to
100 million hectares of forest area.

The primary reason for this loss
is due to expansion of agriculture.

At the same time, the Food Waste
Index Report 2021 highlights that
around one-third of food produced
globally gets lost or wasted

(i.e., 1.3 billion tonnes each year).
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In creating more agricultural lands,

we also destroy many
natural biodiversity hotspots.
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SO, DO WE NEED MORE
AGRICULTURAL LANDS?
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Causes of Biodiversity Loss

In the following section, we have highlighted the roles of different species
in nature, including insects, butterflies, elephants, bees, and birds.

It is estimated that, on average, there is a 68% decrease in the population
sizes of mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, and fish.

The main reasons are that over the last 50 years, there have been significant
increases in human populations, consumption, urbanization, and habitat loss.

The rate of decline is different across the region. However, tropical areas
saw the most significant decline in Biodiversity.

Between 2000 and 2020, forest area increased in Asia, Europe,

and North America. However, significant decreases have been noticed
in Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeastern Asia.
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In the section, we have also briefly showcased how human intervention and
rising wildlife crime lead to biodiversity loss and endangering many species
in nature.

The data shows biodiversity loss and wildlife crime are not limited
fo land; the extent of biodiversity destruction due to human intervention and
unchecked economic activities is happening much more in the marine habitat.
































































